
When Minerva Doubleplay arrived at Leighton Farm as a two-year-old, she was a striking young 
Thoroughbred—but beneath her beauty was deep mistrust. Defensive and wary, Minerva made it clear 
that people had not yet earned her confidence. Because she was so young, riding wasn’t in her immediate 
future; instead, we focused on helping her learn to trust, giving her time to grow both physically and 
emotionally. 

And grow she did. Today, Minerva stands an impressive 17 hands tall—a big, bold mare with an equally 
big personality. Over the next two years, she began to let down her guard. While still opinionated, her 
attitude softened, and we began her training under saddle. Minerva showed tremendous promise as a 
hunter, so we sent her to a top hunter trainer to further her skills. Wanting her to be well-rounded and 
adaptable, we later sent her to the renowned event rider Sally Cousins for cross-country schooling. True 
to form, Minerva shined there too. 

Just as we began looking for the perfect partner for her, a small chip was discovered in her right knee. 
Surgery was successful, and her recovery went smoothly—until an unfortunate sole bruise sidelined her 
again. The long, hot summer that followed slowed her return to fitness, but we stayed patient, knowing 
she deserved every chance to succeed. 

At Thoroughbred Placement Resources, Inc. (TPR), we are a no-kill rescue. We never give up on a 
horse. When one faces challenges—behavioral, physical, or otherwise—we provide the time, care, and 
training they need to thrive. Minerva embodies that philosophy. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, 
she received top-quality veterinary care, patient retraining, and all the time she needed to blossom. 

Today, Minerva is thriving in dressage and continues to enjoy jumping. One of our dedicated volunteers 
rides her regularly, and the two have built a wonderful partnership. Minerva’s journey reminds us that 
with compassion, commitment, and the support of donors like you, even the most challenging horses can 
find their way to a bright and meaningful future. 

M i n e r v a  D o u b l e p l a y  

A  T e s t a m e n t  t o  P a t i e n c e ,  P e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  D o n o r  I m p a c t  
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 What started as a creative way to raise a few extra dollars for Thoroughbred Placement Resources has 
grown into one of our most important fundraising programs. Our ebay store HelpforThoroughbreds is 
filled with a wonderful variety of items—everything from riding gear and horse supplies to collectibles, 
home décor, electronics, and more. Each sale helps cover essential costs like hay, feed, veterinary care, 
farrier visits, and training that prepare our horses for their new lives after racing. 

We rely on donated items to keep our eBay store thriving. We always appreciate horse-related donations 
such as tack, riding apparel, and stable equipment, and gladly accept any item of value—vintage 
clothing, electronics, jewelry, artwork, tools, or home goods. Every donation, no matter how small, helps a 
retired Thoroughbred on the road to a second career and a loving home. 

If you have something you’d like to contribute, simply email us at 
kclark@goodhorse.org or text/call 410-802-8425 to arrange drop-off or pick-up. 
Together, we can keep turning unwanted items into hope, healing, and second 
chances for the horses who gave us their all.  Scan the QR code to Visit Our Store! 

T u r n i n g  T r e a s u r e s  i n t o  S e c o n d  C h a n c e s  
H e l p F o r T h o r o u g h b r e d s  g i v e s  H o p e  t o  E x - R a c e r s   
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Thoroughbred P lacement 
Resources, Inc. (TPR) was 
honored to participate in the 
Washington International Horse 
Show (WIHS) this year, bringing 
our mission of giving retired 
racehorses new lives to a wider 
audience.  

Our booth was a hit—selling 30 
of our signature holiday wreaths, 
several handmade hobby horses, 
and copies of New Track, New 
Life, written by our Executive 
Director, Kimberly Godwin 
Clark. 

This year’s appearance was 
expertly organized by TPR 
Board Member Carolyn 
Liebrand, whose dedication 
and attention to detail ensured 

everything ran smoothly from 
setup to final sale. Our amazing 
volunteers also made the event a 
tremendous success, stepping up 
to staff the booth, greet visitors, 
and share stories about our 
horses’ second careers. 

The response from attendees 
was overwhelmingly positive. 
Many horse lovers stopped by to 
learn more about TPR’s work, 
and several expressed interest in 
a d o p t i ng ,  d o n a t i n g ,  o r 
volunteering.  

It was a wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate the Thoroughbred 
a n d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e 
community that supports their 
journey beyond the track. 

T P R  S h i n e s  a t  t h e  

W a s h i n g t o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l   
M e e t  t h e  

H o r s e s  o f  T P R   

Leighton Farm, home of Thorough-
bred Placement Resources, Inc. 
(TPR), welcomes visitors year-
round!  

Come meet the amazing Thorough-
breds whose racing days are behind 
them but whose futures are just 
beginning.  

Experience firsthand how TPR 
helps each horse transition into a 
new career and discover how you 
can be part of their journey. 

We are located at 13130 Molly 
Berry Road, Upper Marlboro, MD  
20772. 

Visits are by appointment—just 
text, call 410-802-8425 or email us 
at kclark@goodhorse.org to sched-
ule your tour and see the difference 
TPR makes every day!  



H o w  a r e  t h e y  n o w ?  
B o l d  M a g i c  a n d  F l y i n g  S o p h i a  
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 This fall marks one year since we rescued two 
starving, neglected mares into TPR’s care. We are 
grateful to share how far they have come—and 
how your support continues to change their lives. 

B o l d  M a g i c  ( M a g i c )  
Magic arrived severely underweight with multiple 
abscesses in three of her four feet—an extremely 
painful condition that requires months of careful 
rehabilitation. Thanks to your generosity, she has 
made steady, meaningful progress. Her new Scoot 
Boots are giving her comfort and protection 
during this critical stage of healing. 

Hooves grow slowly, and full recovery takes time, 
but we are hopeful she’ll be ready for shoes 
sometime in mid- to late-spring.  With the 
addition of the Scoot Boots and some time, we 
may be able to begin riding her. 

Today, Magic is moving comfortably, enjoying 
turnout, and truly thriving. Her bright eyes and 
relaxed demeanor tell the story of a horse who 
finally feels safe. 

 
 
F l y i n g  S o p h i a  ( S o p h i a )  
Last fall we took Magic into our program because she was critical but we had to leave Flying Sophia behind.  
It was heart breaking.  Luckily Tiffany Wandy and Brian Roberts offered to take Sophia, until we 
could make space at Leighton Farm.  We did eventually get a spot and some funds to get Sopha 
into our program.  Now, Sophia has found her perfect match and is settling beautifully into her new home. 
Her adopter, Kate Williams, shared this lovely update: 

“Sophia has settled in nicely and is 
learning to lunge. She’ll enjoy 
most of the winter off, and we’ll 
pick up with groundwork and 
light riding in the spring. 

She is definitely opinionated, and 
I love that about her. She clearly 
tells me what she likes and 
doesn’t like—whether it’s which 
girth she prefers or whether she’s 
happier bitless—and I listen to 
her. I truly appreciate that she 
communicates her preferences, 
and I’m so grateful to have her.” 

Updates like this remind us why we do 
this work—because every horse deserves 
a life where they are understood, 
respected, and loved. 

Thank you for making transformations 
like Magic’s and Sophia’s possible. 

New Scoot Boots for Magic! 



 
13130 Molly Berry  Road 

Upper Marlboro, MD   20772 
www.goodhorse.org 

Mobile: 410-802-8425 
E-mail: kclark@goodhorse.org 

Thoroughbred 

Placement 

Resources, Inc. 

Your support makes all 
the difference! 
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O u r  d o n o r s . . . T h e  h e a r t b e a t  o f  t p r !  
Y o u  g i v e  t h e s e  h o r s e s  h o p e  a n d   

t h e  g i f t  o f  a  h a p p y  f u t u r e .  

Birdie was horribly abused before coming to TPR. Birdie’s relationship 
with Wills has enabled him to let go of some of his fear. Wills is a very 
insecure horse. He believes you run from danger and ask questions 
later.  Suffering from EPM has further depleted Wills’ extremely fragile 
confidence.  They have formed a very close bond that has shown 
incredible benefits for their health and well-being.  Birdie and Wills are 
still together because of your support. 

Tuna Surprise arrived at Leighton Farm just before he turned three years 
old. Now he's about to turn four. We feel it's important to give babies 
time to grow. Especially since it seems nowadays everyone is in a hurry to 
get them competing or sold. He had r&r until spring 2025 and then 
entered our training program where he will receive the correct 
foundation in training and physical development to lead to a happy and 
safe life. Tunny has this opportunity because of you. 

Authenticated recently arrived at Leighton Farm at just 3years old. 
Everyone associated with her told us she did not want to live at the track.  
She had talent but her anxiety prevented her from being competitive.  
Now “Cate” is here and will spend the winter relaxing, growing and 
enjoying her life.  Gus is her chaperone and he is teaching her how to 
relax.  Birdie is her therapist, coming in at night to the stall next hers.  
We think he tells her jokes.  Thank you for giving her this opportunity. 

At 5 months, Cloud’s Honor was rescued by Clark’s mentor in rescue and 
aftercare. The purchase of Graycie as a yearling is how Clark’s work with retired 
racehorses began. Graycie, now 24, will live out her days in sanctuary with us. 
Like many gray horses, she has extensive melanomas, yet she continues to live a 
comfortable, happy life. She inspired and financed the retirement program we now 
call Thoroughbred Placement Resources, with nearly all of the $85K she earned 
on the track helping other racehorses find new lives once their careers ended.  

Gather Around (“Gus”) is a permanent resident at Leighton Farm.  At 31, 
(I was wrong last year) Gus is still enjoying his life.  He is high 
maintenance due to his age, but hasn’t had any serious health issues since 
colic surgery in 2022.  He recently retired from riding but is hand walked 
around the farm by volunteers in order to maintain fitness. Our donors 
have given Gus the gift of a safe place to live out his retirement and that is  
priceless. 

Meet some of the horses who are receiving the care, rehabilitation and training they need to have a 
wonderful life. 

Home Bouyant—HB is now 23 years old, was pulled from a kill pen in 
May 2022.  It’s taken three years but he finally feels safe and you can see it 
in his eye and the way he handles himself confidently around the farm.  
He’s a little spoiled, but we like him that way!  It makes all the difference 
to have support for the cost of HB’s retirement.  He, like all horses 
deserves a happy and safe life filled with love and adoration. 


